At the XVIII International Botanical Congress in Melbourne in 2011 a Special Committee on By-laws for the Nomenclature Section was established with the mandate "To formalise the procedures by which changes to the Code are considered and voted upon by the Nomenclature Section". The Committee's extensive discussions have resulted in the following proposal to replace in the Melbourne Code (McNeill & al. in Regnum Veg. 154. 2012 ) the current Division III (Provisions for the governance of the Code) with the following revised Division III. The Committee approves the following proposal unanimously (all 18 members in favour). This proposal is accompanied and explained by the Report of the Special Committee (Knapp & al. in Taxon 65: 665-669. 2016) , and the two documents should be read alongside each other. In the interests of clarity and transparency, the results of the Committee's separate votes after discussion of each proposed Article are presented in Tables 1 and 2 of the Report. The numbering of Articles and Recommendations below is provisional. Should the proposal be accepted, the Editorial Committee will no doubt devise a numbering system that both facilitates citation and avoids confusion. (Art. 38.4 and 53.5) , are submitted by publication (see 1.4) to the General Committee.
2.3. At least three years prior to an International Botanical Congress, the Rapporteur-général publishes an announcement that proposals to amend the Code may be published between specified dates.
2.4. Approximately six months prior to an International Botanical Congress, a synopsis of proposals to amend the Code is published. It is compiled by the Rapporteur-général and Vice-rapporteur, includes their comments on the proposals, and may include opinions of the specialist committees on certain proposals.
2.5. A guiding vote on proposals to amend the Code is organized by the Bureau of Nomenclature in conjunction with the International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT) to coincide with the publication of the synopsis of proposals. No accumulation or transfer of votes is permissible in this vote. The following persons are entitled to vote:
(1) individual members of the IAPT; (2) authors of proposals to amend the Code; (3) members of the Permanent Nomenclature Committees. 2.6. The purpose of the guiding vote is to advise the Nomenclature Section of the International Botanical Congress of the level of support for proposals to amend the Code. The results of the vote and any specialist committee opinions are provided at the Nomenclature Section (see also 5.5).
Institutional votes
3.1. Prior to an International Botanical Congress, the Committee on Institutional Votes updates the list of institutions from the previous Congress and allocates to each institution 1-7 votes (see 5.9(2)). The list must be approved by the General Committee and published (see 1.4) prior to the Congress. No single institution, even in the wide sense of the term (e.g. mycological and botanical divisions together), is entitled to more than 7 votes.
3.2. Prior to an International Botanical Congress, any institution desiring to vote in the Nomenclature Section and not listed as having been allocated any votes in the previous Nomenclature Section should notify the Rapporteur-général of its wish to be allocated one or more votes and provide relevant information regarding its level of taxonomic activity (e.g. number of active staff, size of collections, current publications). An institution allocated one or more votes in the previous Nomenclature Section and desiring to alter its number of votes may similarly notify the Rapporteur-général.
3.3. An institution wishing to exercise its vote(s), as allocated in the published list (3.1), must provide its official written authorization to be presented at the Nomenclature Section by its delegate (5.9(2)).
3.4. A delegate who is a member of an institution that has not previously applied for, or been allocated, votes may apply in person for one institutional vote at the Nomenclature Section.
Nomenclature Section
4.1. The Nomenclature Section is part of an International Botanical Congress and meets prior to a plenary session of the Congress.
4.2. Registration for the Nomenclature Section is through the International Botanical Congress. Only registered members of the Nomenclature Section are entitled to vote at the Nomenclature Section.
4.3. The Nomenclature Section has the following functions:
(1) approves the previous Code as published as a basis for discussion by the Section; (2) decides on proposals to amend the Code; (3) appoints ad hoc committees to consider specific questions and report back to the Section; (4) authorizes Special-purpose Committees, with a specific mandate, to be appointed by the General Committee and report back to the Nomenclature Section of the next Congress; (5) elects the ordinary members of the Permanent Nomenclature Committees; (6) elects the Rapporteur-général for the next Congress; (7) receives the reports of the Permanent Nomenclature Committees and Special-purpose Committees; (8) decides on the recommendations of the General Committee. 4.4. The decisions and appointments of the Nomenclature Section become binding upon their acceptance by a subsequent plenary session of the same International Botanical Congress acting on a resolution moved by the Nomenclature Section (see 1.2).
4.5. The Bureau of Nomenclature of the International Botanical Congress comprises the following officers: President of the Nomenclature Section; up to five Vice-presidents; the Rapporteur-général; the Vice-rapporteur; the Recorder. The Bureau of Nomenclature defines the sequence and timing of debates; appoints Tellers to collect and count voting cards in the event of a card vote; and advises the President on procedural matters.
4.6. The President of the Nomenclature Section is elected by the General Committee prior to the Congress. The President chairs the debates and is responsible for their harmony and timely conclusion; recognizes and silences speakers; may end a debate; decides on procedural matters not covered in Div. III; and is authorized to move a 4.8. The Rapporteur-général is elected by the previous International Botanical Congress. The Rapporteur-général is responsible for: presentation of nomenclature proposals to the subsequent Congress; general duties in connection with the editing of the Code resulting from that Congress; and deposition in the IAPT nomenclature archives of unpublished relevant material.
4.9. The Vice-rapporteur is appointed by the Rapporteur-général and approved by the General Committee no later than three years prior to the Congress. The Vice-rapporteur assists and, if necessary, serves in place of the Rapporteur-général.
4.10. The Recorder is appointed by the Organizing Committee of the International Botanical Congress in consultation with the Rapporteur-général. The Recorder is responsible for all local facilities needed by the Nomenclature Section, such as the venue and its equipment, and in particular for the detailed recording of the proceedings of the Section and for facilitating the voting.
4.11. The Nominating Committee comprises members who must be unavailable to serve on the Permanent Nomenclature Committees or as Rapporteur-général. They are proposed by the President of the Nomenclature Section, in consultation with the other members of the Bureau of Nomenclature, and are elected by the Nomenclature Section.
4.12. The Nominating Committee is charged with preparing lists of candidates to serve on the Permanent Nomenclature Committees, in consultation with the current secretaries of those committees, and to propose the Rapporteur-général for the next International Botanical Congress. The nominations of the Nominating Committee are subject to approval by the Nomenclature Section.
Rec. 4A. The Nominating Committee shall represent the different taxonomic groups covered by the Code and, so far as is practicable, be geographically balanced.
Procedure and voting at the Nomenclature Section
5.1. A qualified majority (at least 60%) of votes cast is required for the following decisions:
(1) accepting a proposal to amend the Code; (2) accepting a motion to end discussion and proceed to a vote (to "call the question"); (3) accepting a motion to set a time limit for a debate. 5.2. A simple majority (more than 50%) of votes cast is required for all other decisions, including the following:
(1) electing the Nominating Committee for the Nomenclature Section; (2) accepting the Code that arose from the previous International Botanical Congress as the basis for discussion at the Nomenclature Section; (3) choosing between two alternative proposals; (4) accepting an amendment to a proposal; (5) referring items to the Editorial Committee; (6) establishing an ad hoc committee; (7) establishing and referring items to a Special-purpose Committee;
(8) accepting recommendations of the General Committee; (9) approving the nominations made by the Nominating Committee. 5.3. When a report of the General Committee contains more than one recommendation, the Nomenclature Section may vote separately on an individual recommendation if such a procedure is proposed by a member of the Section, supported (seconded) by 5 other members (see 5.7), and approved by a simple majority (more than 50%) of the Section.
5.4. When a vote to approve a singled-out General Committee recommendation does not achieve the required majority (5.2(8)) that recommendation is cancelled and the matter is referred back to the General Committee. Retention or rejection of a name or suppression of a work is no longer authorized (Art. 14.16, 56.4, and 34.2).
5.5. Any proposal to amend the Code that receives 75% or more "no" votes in the preliminary guiding vote is automatically rejected at the Nomenclature Section unless a proposal to discuss it is moved by a member of the Section and supported (seconded) by 5 other members.
5.6. Any proposal to amend the Code that concerns only Examples (excluding voted Examples), Notes, or the Glossary is automatically referred to the Editorial Committee unless a proposal to discuss it is moved by a member of the Section and supported (seconded) by 5 other members (but see 5.5).
5.7. A new proposal to amend the Code (i.e. one not previously published) or an amendment to an existing such proposal may be introduced at the Nomenclature Section by a member of the Section only when supported (seconded) by 5 other members.
5.8. A member of the Nomenclature Section may propose a friendly amendment to a proposal to amend the Code; if accepted by the original proposer(s), such an amendment does not require the support of other members (seconders).
5.9. There are two kinds of votes at the Nomenclature Section:
(1) Personal votes. Each member of the Section has one personal vote. No accumulation or transfer of personal votes is permissible. (2) Institutional votes (see 3.1-3.4). An institution may authorize in writing any member of the Section as a delegate to carry its votes. No single person will be allowed more than 15 votes, including personal vote and institutional votes.
5.10. A card vote requires members of the Nomenclature Section to deposit anonymous cards printed to indicate the kind and number of votes, which are counted by the Tellers. A card vote may be conducted when the required majority cannot be detected by other means or may be requested in advance of the vote by at least 5 members.
After an International Botanical Congress
6.1. Certain publications, which may be electronic or printed or both, appear as soon as feasible after an International Botanical Congress, not necessarily in this sequence:
(1) the Congress-approved decisions and elections of the Nomenclature Section including the results of the preliminary guiding vote; (2) the announcement of Special-purpose Committees and their membership; (3) the new edition of the Code, including Appendix I and the Glossary; (4) the remaining Appendices of the Code (App. II-VIII); (5) a transcript of the Nomenclature Section.
